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S emiry echensk

Lammermoor at the Metropolitan Opera
House in 1883, after which she sang for sev-
eral seasons in New York and in other cities
of the United States. Her famous parts in-
clude Rosina in The Barber of Seville, Norina
in Don Fasquale, LucH, Martha, and Leon-
ora in // Trovatore. Iladame Sembrich was
active in relief work during the European
War, becoming president of the American
Polish Relief Committee in 1915. After 1924
she was director of the vocal dept. of the
Curtis Institute, Philadelphia, also teacher at
the Juillard Graduate School of Music, New
York.

Semecarpus, a genus of tropical ever-
green trees belonging to the order Anacardi-
aceae.

Semele, in ancient Greek mythology a
daughter of Cadmus, king of Thebes, was be-
loved by Zeus, whose wife Hera, in her jeal-
ousy, persuaded Semele to ask Zeus to show
himself to her in all his majesty. Zeus there-
upon appeared as the god of thunder, and
Semele was consumed by lightning; but Zeus
saved the child Dionysus, with whom she was
pregnant.

Semendria, fortified town, Serbia. In
October, 1915, the town was captured by the
Central Powers in their great drive through
Serbia; p. 7,500.

Semenov, Peter Petrovitch (1827-
1906), Russian geographer and public official,
was born in Petrograd. He was active in the
emancipation of the serfs in Russia, was
made director of the Bureau of Statistics in
1864, and a member of the Council of the
Empire in 1897. Mount Semenov and the
Semenov Glacier in the Tian-Shan Mountains
are named in his honor.

Semester, a term derived from the Lathi
semestris, *six months,' used commonly to de-
note a college or university term covering
half the academic year, usually from 15 to
18 weeks.

Seminar, a group of students assembled
for special research work under the direction
of a teacher, or the course of study thus con-
ducted.

Seminoles, a tribe of North American In-
dians, a branch of the Muskhog^eans or
Creeks, formerly dominant in Florida. The
Seminoles are prominent in the history of the
United States because of their former posi-
tion on the border of Florida while that ter-
ritory was a possession of Spain. At the close
of the Seminole Wars the conquered Indians
were removed to Oklahoma, but about 3000
still remain in Florida,

Seminole Wars. At the beginning of the
nineteenth century, when Florida was still a
Spanish possession, a part of the land bor-
dering on Georgia was occupied by the Sem-
inole Indians. The latter were accused of fre-
quent depredations on the Georgia border,
and of receiving into their tribes fugitive
slaves from Qeorgia and North Carolina. As
Spain paid no attention to the claims of the
planters, and as its administration was la*
and inefficient, there had been frequent out-
breaks against the Seminoles, which were in-
deed slave hunts rather than wars.
During the War of 1812 the British had
built a fort on the Apalachicola River, and
after the peace had left this fort with its arms
and ammunition to the Indians and negroes.
This fort, known afterward as 'Negro Fort,7
became a source of anxiety to the United
States. At length Gen. E. P. Gaines found a
pretext for attacking it with a force of U. S.
regulars and Creek Indians, and blew it to
pieces (July, 1816), killing or wounding all
of its defenders. This led to reprisals, and the
Indians massacred an expedition which was
ascending the Apalachicola in boats. In 1818
Gen. Andrew Jackson was placed in com-
mand of the American forces. He advanced
rapidly and in force, took St. Mark's (March,
1818), and moving down the Apalachicola at-
tacked all Indians whom he met. Then be-
lieving that the Indians had been assisted by
the British and Spaniards, he put to death
two British traders, Arbuthnot and Ambris-
ter, took Pensacola (May, 1818), and de-
posed the Spanish government. These actions
caused much anxiety to his government, and
their relief was great when the Spanish min-
ister agreed to a treaty ceding Florida for a
sum of $5,000,000, which was ratified in 1821.
The conflicts with the Seminoles still con-
tinued, however, much wrong being done on
both sides. In 1835 a harassing war broke out,
which came to an end March, 1836. The
leader, Osceola, was captured and died in
prison, 1837.
Semipalatinsk, province, Kazak Repub-
lic, U. S. S. R. Area is 3,292 sq. m.; p. i,-
307,938. The chief town, Semipalatinsk, is an
important trading center; p. 57,000.
Semiramis, a mythical queen of Assyria,
and wife of Ninus, the founder of Nineveh.
Semiryechensk, now Dzbetisuy, prov-
ince of U. S. S. R., formerly province of
Russian Central Asia. Area, 152,280 sq, m.;
p. 990,107. It is naturally divided into a
mountainous region in the s. and s.e., and a
steppe region in the n.w. Gold, copper, iron,